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Housing
Nonhuman primates (NHP) are always group housed, 
as this maintains socialisation and encourages natural 
behaviour (Figure 1).

Toys
Toys are provided with the aim of helping to keep them 
stimulated and entertained. NHPs receive a combination 
of both hard and soft toys. These are rotated on a 
weekly basis to allow a variety and to prevent boredom 
(Figure 2).
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Introduction
A hallmark symptom of rheumatoid arthritis in humans
is painful swollen joints. Pain can manifest before any
inflammation is noticeable1,2 as well as persist long
after inflammation has resolved.3

In rodent models of arthritis, ankle or footpad width is
a commonly used surrogate marker of pain (see
Figure 1).

Measuring footpad width assumes that increased
swelling is proportional to enhanced pain. A mild
arthritis phenotype in which there is minimal swelling
may therefore inaccurately reflect the extent of pain
and discomfort.
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Figure 1. Footpad width as a surrogate measure of pain in arthritis models. Commonly used methods to assess pain
are footpad width (A), ankle width (B) or footpad ankle length (C).
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Aim: We aimed to determine how well pain correlated to footpad widths using the collagen antibody arthritis
model.
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Figure 1. Swings, primahedrons, balconies, shelves, steps 
and back caging. Figure 2. Toys.
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Mirrors
Mirrors are placed outside the front of the home pen so
the NHPs can manipulate them to observe areas around 
the room (Figure 3).

Figure 3. Mirrors.

Enrichment
Offered daily in rotation to provide variety and includes: 

Dietary enrichment
 fresh fruit or vegetables, seeds, nuts (Figure 4) 

Sensory enrichment
 popcorn and bread freshly prepared outside the 

animal rooms
 ice cubes
 wood wool
 tv

Figure 4. Fresh fruit.

Figure 5. 
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Cognitive enrichment
 treat feeders
 paper 

Promoting the Labcorp Culture of Care 
and implementing the use of the 3Rs

• Woodwool

• TV

Cognitive enrichment

• Treat feeders

• Paper

Promoting the Labcorp Culture of Care and implementing the use of 

the 3Rs
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